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Ihraheem remained some months thus employed in Nejed;
on his return to Cairo he took with him 'Abd-Allah and the
greater part of the Ebn-Sa'ood family, besides several hostages
selected from among the principal nobles of the land. In this
last measure he had a special object, namely, that of rearing
for Nejed men of better education and wider views than what
their own country could afford, and thus paving the way for
real and lasting progress. His hopes were disappointed, more
through the folly and incapacity of his own successors than
through the resistance of the Nejdean character itself." De-
parting, he left behind him a feeling of confidence, attachment,
and fear, blended into a respectful admiration, such as few
conquerors bequeath to the nations whom they have subdued;
and to this day his name and that of his family is popular
throughout Central Arabia among all except the ultra-zealots,
who might reasonably fear lest a second Egyptian visit should
be followed by another dogmatical conference resembling the
first held in the great mosque of Derey'eeyah.

When he quitted Nejed, Ibraheein had left one of his officers,
Isma'eel Basha by name, as vice-governor of the land. Isma'eel
occupied this post for two years, during which he visited Hasa,
overjoyed to be delivered anyhow from the Wahhabee yoke,
besides Yemamah, Hareek, and Kaseem, placing Egyptian gar-
risons everywhere. But unlike the son of Mohammed 'Alee,
Isma'eel indulged, and permitted his officers to indulge them-
selves in all the licence of conquerors, till insolence and oppres-
sion revived old national antipathies, lulled awhile to sleep by
the moderation of Ibraheem, and undermined the foundations
of the Egypto-Arabian government.

No outbreak, however, of any importance occurred for the
moment, and Isma'eel Basha, his two years ended, returned to
Egypt, leaving Khalid Basha governor in his stead. The new
ruler proved more overbearing and much more cruel than
Isma'eel had been. The tortures of impalement and of burning
alive, both of which Khalid introduced into Nejed, heightened
the growing indignation of the inhabitants, now fully resolved
to throw off the Egyptian tyranny. The means were not long-
wanting, nor the man.

I have said that Turkee, son of 'Abd-Alkih, had (so runs the